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Devon Area Ramblers
Contact: David Hinchliffe, Area Secretary
e. dphinchliffe@btinternet.com  
t. 01803 297474

The Devon Area AGM will be hosted by Exeter
and District Group on 11th February 2017. The
venue is Broadclyst Victory Hall near Exeter.
There will be morning walks, lunch (pre-booking
essential), 

All members are very welcome. Full details are
available on our area website:
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/devon  
and  click  on  the  AGM  2017  page.

         
        

       
       

        
    

our formal business commencing at 
2pm and then Sue Viccars speaking on, 
“Confessions of a Guide Book Writer”.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxx

Area AGM

Taking in the view. Photo by South Hams Group.
Runner-up in our Photographic Competition 
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From the CHAIRMAN
After many hours of discussion at 
Area Council and other meetings, 
our traditional Annual Report has 
been revamped, simplified and, 
we feel, made more enticing to 
read.   I hope you will find it useful 
and that you will enjoy reading it.

Our Area AGM is advertised, and the fine details are 
noted and available to read and download from the 
Devon Area's web site . 

A further use for this report is to use with Area leaflets 
and to give out at events and also to place in 
stationery dispensers in doctors' surgeries, libraries 
and other public places.

Our biggest achievement is the number of led walks 
that we accomplish every year.    Not a day goes by 
without one of our Groups meeting up somewhere in 
the glorious Devon countryside to go off with an 

experienced leader who will lead them on paths and 
byways throughout our wonderful countryside.   
Alongside this goes our dedicated team of Footpath 
Officers who note footpath problems and police the 
whole Devon footpath system so keeping it open and 
walking friendly. 

All this happens because of the hard work of 
volunteers in the twelve Devon groups.   These groups 
are helped and advised by Devon Area Council, whose 
full complement is twelve officers and twelve Individual 
Members.  We are always keen to have new 
representatives and individuals who can bring in fresh 
ideas and enthusiasm.  If you would like to join us, 
please contact me for more details.

I wish you all, very happy and healthy walking during 
the coming year.

- Robert Woolcott

                                                 

FINANCES
Area Treasurer, James Baldwin

Ramblers Devon Area
Income and expenditure 2015 - 2016

        
     

Income

Group budget from 
Central Office

Area budget from 
Central Office

Advertising income

Bank interest

Expenditure

Publicity

Campaigns and 
casework

Meetings - 
including AGM

Administration

Paid to Groups

Income

Expenditure

                                             
Area Budget from Central Office  
Closure of Bootlegs Group  
Advertising income 
Bank interest
Group Budgeted Funds from 
Central Office 

Publicity    
Campaigns and casework 
Meetings including AGM
Administration
Paid to Groups 

2016  

9,658

 

8,414

3,767

968

220

648

6

689

5,665

5,665

444

2015

690

9,180

3,394

1,609

185

2,193

6

265

4,905

4,905

265

9,237
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FOOTPATHS 
& ACCESS

Footpath Officers in all the Ramblers groups 
throughout Devon have continued to keep a 
close eye on our Rights of Way, negotiating 
improvements, diversions and reporting 
problems. 

Groups have also continued to participate in to 
the planning application process to enhance 
and maintain our pathways. The cut-off date for 
adding historic paths to 'definitive' maps is 31 
December 2025, which means that footpaths 
and bridleways which existed before 1949 and 
which aren't recorded on these maps by that 
date could cease to be accessible. We have 
groups across Devon actively working on this.

Not only have we been involved in research and 
lobbying, but members have been out in the field 
undertaking practical work, particularly in 
Dartmoor National Park.  One of our greatest 
successes this year was the contribution to the 
'Big Pathwatch', which attracted interest from 
members and non-members, resulting not only 
in footpath problems being reported but also in 
new members joining us. 

Natural England are also making some progress 
with looking at the coast path in Devon, and in 
particular on the Kingswear to Lyme Regis 
stretch.

BOOTLEGS
Bootlegs have had another busy 12 months with
walks throughout the year in local counties as
well as a very successful trip to the Isle of Mull
and we are already planning an Irish walking
holiday for 2017.

        
        

           
        

  

Around the Devon Area Groups

EAST DEVON 
Membership is continuing to grow and we
maintain a full walking programme. Particular
successes this year have been the Inspector's
decision to retain the disputed Coly Path
(although likely to be subject to legal challenge)
and the launch of 15 new circular walks on the
East Devon Way.

  

       
       

       
       
        

          
  

       
          

         
        
 

        
       

       
        

     

EXETER & DISTRICT 
We have maintained a full walks programme
and still had time for socials. In addition we have
organised training in navigation and first aid
and have assisted in revitalising the Two Moors
Way Association.

MOORLAND
Membership remains stable and our 24 Walks
Leaders have organized 57 walks, including two
night walks. Our Group funds remain healthy
and we have spent £300 supporting a Dartmoor
National Park environmental project.

MEMBERSHIP
Across Devon Area our membership fell slightly 
from 2,589 to 2,565 over the course of the year. 
The pattern was not consistent across our 
groups, some registering gains over the year, but 
others seeing declines in membership. We 
continue to work hard at recruitment, taking our 
publicity stand to many shows and events.

SOUTH HAMS
We walk 3 to 4 days a week with distances from 4 
to 15 miles, covering the South West coast, 
inland via our wonderful green lanes, to 
Dartmoor, with its amazing scenery. We are a 
friendly group and have many social events 
during the year.
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MEDIA
You are receiving an Impact Report to replace 
our Annual Report.  This has been achieved after 
several years of debate.  The aim of the Impact 
Report is to list the achievements of both Devon 
Area and our Groups during the year.  We are 
proud of the achievements we report in this 
document and we look forward to planning our 
future together.

WEB MASTER
We have been able to hold three workshops this 
year on websites, walks-finder and Facebook, in 
order to enable both Area & Groups to reach new 
and existing members through a range of 
different media, with in excess of 64% of new 
memberships coming from on-line services. 

Nothing stops us!   Photo: East Devon Group

NORTH DEVON
We have continued with our monthly 'Short &
Sweet' walks to encourage novice walkers and
have given help to visiting groups. We saw a
substantial bequest to Ramblers in Joyce
Stanley's will. We have gained success with 
local publicity. We have also increased our
dialogue with DCC in reporting Rights of Way
problems.

PLYMOUTH & DISTRICT
We have maintained a full walks programme,
with breaks in Youth Hostels, plus longer trips
in the UK and abroad. Members have joined
Dartmoor work parties helping with a range
of activites from making bird boxes, to
wheelbarrowing stone into gulleys.

SOUTH DEVON
As well as Dartmoor and the South West Coast
Path, we have enjoyed walks in Wales,
Somerset, Dorset and Cornwall. Highlight of

ththe year was the 10 anniversary of the John
Musgrave Heritage Trail when over 80
members and guests convened to walk along
the trail towards an excellent cream tea.

 

   
       
        

        
       

     
   

 

        
       

         
      

 
     

        

         
       

      
         

      
       

      

   

TAVISTOCK
We have a diverse walking programme and our

thsocial programme in this, our 40 Anniversary
year, included a holiday in the Peaks. We
supported the Dartmoor Walking Festival,
raising almost £200 for Dartmoor Search &
Rescue. Our priorities for the coming year
include trying to attract new members and to
restructure our Executive Committee.

TEIGNMOUTH & DAWLISH
The addition of Saturday afternoon Teashop
Walks to our walks programme has been a
major success and offers an ideal opportunity
for non-walkers to participate in gentle activity. 
Our Future Direction review has confirmed the
Group’s commitment to Ramblers.

        
       

        
     

       
       

        
   

      
        
       

      
      

   

  
  

TIVERTON
2016 saw the Group offering navigation training
and we are now planning a first aid training
session. Our new style AGM saw attendance
triple and with new members and new leaders
we have an exciting year ahead.

       
        

       
        

      

 
          

       
        

        
   

TOTNES
The highlights of the year have been to walk the
Saints' Shore Way (Brittany), St Michael's Way
(Cornwall), and an HF holiday in Church Stretton.
Our Social Programme included day trips to
Cotehele and Hestercombe Gardens.


